
 1

Council Meeting 1 
 Minutes 2 

June 18, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:32pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilman President Heveran 10 
led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, 13 

Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: none 16 
  17 
Also Present: Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney Jack Terhune Borough 18 

Administrator Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk 19 
 20 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 21 
 22 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 23 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 24 
 25 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 26 
 27 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 28 
 29 
Ingrid Brennan, 53 Palmer Place – Mrs. Brennan spoke about the off leash hours at 30 
Lakeview Park. Mrs. Brennan urged the Governing Body to adopt an Ordinance setting 31 
the hours. 32 
 33 
Kathy Sommer 438 Greenway Drive – Ms. Sommer handed out a list of hours suggested 34 
by residents who utilize the off leash hours at Lakeview Park. 35 
 36 
Arthur Bergman, 24 Meadowview Court – spoke in favor of off leash hours at Lakeview 37 
Park. Mr. Bergman also asked the Governing Body to adopt new hours in Lakeview Park. 38 
 39 
Charlie Ryan, 269 Glenwood Avenue – Mr. Ryan spoke in favor of the dog park and the 40 
off leash hours afforded to dog owners. 41 
 42 
Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue – Mr. Wright spoke against the off leash hours at 43 
Lakeview Park and the problems he has encountered with dog owners. 44 
 45 
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Mary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue – Mrs. Albanese was told she could only use the 46 
dog park if she was a member of L-Dog. Ms. Albanese stated she notified the Police and 47 
her husband about the problems she encountered when she tried to enter the park. Mayor 48 
Cherchi apologized for the problems she encountered. 49 
 50 
Gretchen Studier, 223 Leonia Avenue – There are people who use the dog park who do 51 
not have children who and have dogs and enjoy using the park they feel they are getting a 52 
benefit for their tax dollars, and are happy to have a place to take their dogs. 53 
 54 
Karen Elder, 236 Christie Heights Street – Thanked the Governing Body for the dog 55 
park. 56 
 57 
Roccio Torres, 107 Christie Street – Thanked the Council for the dog park  58 
 59 
Gary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue – Mr. Albanese reiterated what his wife was told 60 
about being a member of L-Dog. 61 
 62 
Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue inquired who is to inspect the park and who enforces 63 
the rules.  64 
 65 
Mayor Cherchi closed the Public Session. 66 
 67 
RESOLUTIONS 68 
 69 
Councilman Choi asked for Resolution 07-147 to be held for separate vote. 70 
 71 
Councilman Hawkins held Resolution 07-150. 72 
 73 
Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a motion to approve 74 
Resolutions 07-143 through 07-146 and 07-148 and 07-149.  75 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci and Raspa-Gore 76 
voted yes. Resolutions approved. 77 
 78 
Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a motion to approve 79 
Resolution 07-147. 80 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci and Raspa-Gore voted 81 
yes, Councilman Choi abstained. Resolutions approved. 82 
 83 
Resolution 07-150 – Councilman Hawkins would like to have solar lights added to the 84 
proposal. Mr. Terhune responded. This grant goes back to 2000 and we need to prove to 85 
the DOT by the end of July that we are seriously looking to utilize the funds. Councilman 86 
Puzzo suggested amending the Resolution to read, “WHEREAS, the Governing Body is 87 
looking to become a more sustainable community would also like the bid specifications 88 
to specifically look at using solar power to generate power for these sign standards.” 89 
Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve the Resolution as amended, seconded by 90 
Councilman Puzzo. All in favor none opposed. Resolution 07-150 approved as amended. 91 
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Resolution 07-151 – Councilman Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Councilman 92 
Raucci to approve Resolution 07-151. Roll Call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none 93 
apposed. Resolution 07-151 approved. 94 
 95 
Resolution 07-152 – Councilman Puzzo made a motion, seconded by Councilman Raucci 96 
to approve Resolution 07-152. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none 97 
opposed. Resolution 07-152 approved. 98 
 99 
Resolution 07-153 – Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Puzzo made a 100 
motion to approve Resolution 07-153. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none 101 
opposed. Resolution 07-153 approved. 102 
 103 
Resolution 07-154 – Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a 104 
motion to approve Resolution 07-154. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none 105 
opposed. Resolution 07-154 approved. 106 
 107 
Resolution 07-155 – Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Council President Heveran 108 
made a motion to approve Resolution 07-155. Roll call vote; all Councilmembers in favor 109 
none opposed. Resolution 07-155 approved. 110 
Mr. Terhune explained the need to address this resolution and that the Borough will be 111 
doing seven or eight paving projects at one time. 112 
 113 
 114 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 115 
 116 
Finance, Administration and Personnel – Council President Heveran nothing to report. 117 
 118 
Laws and Ordinances – Councilwoman Raspa-Gore nothing to report at this time. 119 
 120 
Police – Councilman Raucci reported on the crossing post on Hillside and Glenwood. 121 
This post will be done away with at the recommendation of the Sgt. Tamagny. Sgt. 122 
Tamagny does not feel a crossing guard is needed at this time. Council President Heveran 123 
requested a copy of the report for the Council. This will be discussed by the Police 124 
Commission with Sgt. Tamagny and Mr. Terhune. New Police Officer will be graduating 125 
from the Academy on June 22. Councilman Raucci will let everyone know the time and 126 
place. 127 
 128 
Fire – Council President Heveran noted that Robert Pawlick was appointed earlier as a 129 
Junior Auxiliary Member of the Leonia Fire Department, is the son of Fireman Bobby 130 
Pawlick. There several second and third generations on the Fire Department.  131 
 132 
Ambulance – Councilman Raucci nothing to report. 133 
 134 
Public Works – Councilman Hawkins reported that a meeting has not yet been 135 
scheduled with Teaneck regarding shared services. Councilman Hawkins noted that a 136 
complaint has come to his attention regarding trash can overflowing over the weekends. 137 
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Mr. Terhune noted that on a three day weekend there will bean extra pick-up. He has also 138 
asked the gentlemen that perform that task to identify the several individuals that use the 139 
public trash receptacles as their own. Councilman Hawkins thanked Gretchen Studier for 140 
the wonderful work she has done with the plantings in the downtown.  141 
 142 
Real Estate and Insurance Committee – There will be a meeting on Monday, June 25th 143 
at 7:00pm in the annex.  144 
 145 
Administration –Borough Administrator Terhune six resumes have been received for the 146 
position of tax collector. Mr. Terhune will review the resumes and make a 147 
recommendation to the committee. Mr. Terhune reported on his meeting with Mr. 148 
Pagnozzi. DOT has awarded the contract for the Grand Avenue project to Sanzari, there 149 
will be a public meeting on June 28th from 4-7pm at the Borough Hall Annex for 150 
members of the public. The new phone system will switched over and beginning on June 151 
25th the new number will be 201-592-5780. ADA curb cuts the bids will be opened July 152 
10, 2007 with the award on July 16th.  153 
 154 
Mayor – Mayor Cherchi attended the Korean celebration with Councilman Choi. Mayor 155 
Cherchi attended the opening of the swim club along with Councilman Hawkins and 156 
Councilwoman Raspa-Gore. Mayor Cherchi also attended the dedication of 157 
Ahrens/Pederson house, and the ceremony at the Library along with Councilman Choi 158 
honoring Carol Karels, Lee Lehman, David Boyd and North Pederson honoring their 159 
contributions to the Historic Preservation in Leonia. 160 
 161 
Special Bodies – Councilman Hawkins reported on the “Father’s Day Regatta” over 40 162 
people participated on the Overpeck Creek. Councilman Hawkins reported on the 163 
remediation of the Overpeck Preserve. 164 
 165 
Councilman Choi reported on the Shade Tree Commission meeting and that he has asked 166 
the Shade Tree Commission to look at the Elm Street Parking lot. 167 
 168 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 169 
 170 
  Introduction of Multi-Purpose Bond Ordinance 12-07 entitled: 171 
 172 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS 173 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF 174 
LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO 175 
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $395,300 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, 176 
TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN 177 
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE 178 
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 179 
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE 180 
OF SUCH BONDS. 181 

   Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by title 182 
 183 

A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman 184 
Raucci to adopt on first reading Ordinance 12-07. 185 
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 186 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, 187 
Raucci voted yes. Ordinance 12-07 introduced. 188 

 189 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 190 

a.)  Yamato Texaco Property (Councilman Puzzo) The Governing Body 191 
discussed the remediation that needs to be done on the property.  This item 192 
will be on the agenda for July 2. 193 

 194 
NEW BUSINESS 195 

a) Tiered Pricing Fees for Municipal Parking Lots (Council President 196 
Heveran) Council President Heveran feels there should be different fees 197 
charged for vehicles that are parked in the Municipal lot for merchants, 198 
trucks and residents who live above the stores. There are vehicles that are 199 
parked there 24/7. Councilman Puzzo would like this area policed a little 200 
better by the Police Department. 201 

 202 
b) Lakeview Dog Park (Borough Administrator) Mr. Terhune brought the 203 

Governing Body up to date on the Lakeview Dog Park. Mr. Giblin addressed 204 
the legal aspects of setting the hours and rules and regulations by Ordinance 205 
by the Governing Body. The Governing Body discussed the concept of hours 206 
for the park set up by ordinance. Council President Heveran would like to 207 
discuss this with residents who use the dog park. This item will be discussed 208 
on July 2 after the recreation has met and discussed the issues. 209 

 210 
CORRESPONDENCE 211 
 212 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 213 
 214 

Kathy Sommer, 438 Greenway Drive – Ms. Sommer explained how the dog 215 
owners came up with their suggested hours. 216 

 217 
Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue – Mr. Wright spoke against the off leash 218 
hours and inquired why this dog park cannot be incorporated into Overpeck Park? 219 

 220 
Ellen Cohen Weidman, 31 Brook Terrace – Ms. Cohen-Weidman feels the issue 221 
of the dog barking should be covered under the noise ordinance.  222 
 223 
Peter North, 117 Brook Terrace – Feels that if you live near a park there is a 224 
certain level of noise. Mr. North also feels the hours being proposed are 225 
reasonable. 226 

 227 
Mary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue – Ms. Albanese feels the hours need to be 228 
looked at. 229 

 230 
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Ingrid Brennan, 53 Palmer Place – Thanked the Council for considering the 231 
issues. Ms. Brennan noted that the park was underutilized until the dog park was 232 
established.  233 

 234 
CLOSED SESSION (RESOLUTION F) 235 
 236 
The following items were discussed in Closed Session; Personnel 237 
 238 
A motion to go into closed was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman 239 
Raucci. All in favor none opposed. 240 
 241 
Resolution 07-156 – Councilman Puzzo made a motion, seconded by Councilman 242 
Hawkins to approve Resolution 07-156. Roll call vote; all council members voted yes. 243 
Resolution 07-156 approved. 244 
 245 
 246 
Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. All in 247 
favor; none opposed. 248 
 249 
As there was no further business before the Governing Body, the meeting was adjourned 250 
at 10:30pm 251 
 252 
Respectfully submitted, 253 
 254 
 255 
 256 
Fran Lehmann 257 
Borough Clerk 258 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


